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Architect Christian Zapatka distills his designs down to “the three Es”—and delivers to his clients notable 
homes that celebrate his commitment to proportion, scale, and innate artistry.

opportunities that new construction can 
offer. “The blank slate is always an exhilarat-
ing prospect,” he says.

During his seven years teaching archi-
tectural design and history at Princeton, 
Columbia, and the University of Michigan, 
Zapatka wrote two books, including “The 
American Landscape,” which earned an AIA 
International Book Award. “I loved teaching 
but came to realize that my true passion is to 
design and get things built.

“The best projects are achieved through a 
collaboration between the client and the archi-
tect. Architecture is a public art that must sur-
vive the ages. When the architect can translate 
the needs and desires of the client into a built 
form that is both practical and pleasing, the 
synthesis of science and art becomes evi-
dent,” Zapatka says.

“I’m grateful to many wonderful clients 
throughout my career—people who have 
taken a leap of faith to trust me with new 
ideas,” Zapatka says. “From the initial con-
cept sketches to the completion of the struc-
ture, we strive to build something remarkable 
and lasting, together.”
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ELEGANCE, EFFICIENCY, ECONOMY

As the modernist architect Mies van der Rohe 
famously stated, “I don’t want to be inter-
esting; I want to be good.” Washington, D.C. 
architect Christian Zapatka says he shares 
the same ethos—though, as his many clients 
can attest, his work certainly embraces both 
qualities. “From my earliest memories, I’ve 
simply wanted to make beautiful things that 
work,” says Zapatka, whose firm specializes 
in residential architecture throughout the 
Washington metropolitan area. “I don’t try to 
emulate the latest fads and fashions. Instead, 
my goal is to seamlessly integrate the exist-
ing and the new to create classic, timeless 
architecture, regardless of style.”

Established in 2001, Zapatka’s firm has 
completed over 100 projects, including 
houses and condominium complexes as 
well as major renovations and additions that 
reflect the balance point between proportion 
and scale—with a healthy dose of invention. 

Known for his stunningly inventive ren-
ovations of iconic D.C. townhouses, which 
often include the reorganization of circu-
lation and the clear delineation of rooms, 
Zapatka also appreciates the extraordinary 


